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A3 Problem Solving Template

What is A3 Problem Solving Template?
The A3 Problem Solving Template!

A3 (also known as the “A3 Report”) is a structured problem-solving template developed by
Toyota, a renowned pioneer in Lean manufacturing and quality management. The A3 template
helps teams and individuals to methodically analyze problems, identify root causes, and
develop effective solutions.

Here's an overview of the A3 Problem Solving Template:
Structure:
The A3 template consists of three main sections:

1. Background: Describe the problem or issue, including its impact, symptoms, and
constraints.

2. Analysis: Identify and analyze the root causes of the problem using tools like fishbone
diagrams, SWOT analysis, or cause-and-effect diagrams.

3. Action: Develop a plan to address the identified problems, including specific actions,
responsible individuals, timelines, and metrics for success.

Key Elements:

1. Problem Statement: Clearly define the problem in a concise statement (e.g.,
“Inventory levels are consistently above target”).

2. Current State: Describe the current situation, highlighting key aspects such as process
steps, resources, and constraints.

3. Target State: Define the desired future state, outlining what you want to achieve or
improve.

4. Root Cause Analysis: Identify the underlying causes of the problem using analytical
tools and techniques.

5. Action Plan: Develop a step-by-step plan to address the root causes, including specific
actions, responsible individuals, timelines, and metrics for success.

6. Implementation: Outline how you will implement the action plan, including any
necessary resources, training, or communication.

Benefits:
The A3 Problem Solving Template offers several benefits:

1. Structured approach: Provides a clear framework for analyzing problems and
developing solutions.

2. Collaboration: Encourages team members to work together to identify root causes and
develop solutions.

3. Communication: Facilitates effective communication among team members,
stakeholders, and management.

4. Improved problem-solving skills: Develops analytical thinking, creativity, and critical
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thinking skills.
When to use:
The A3 Problem Solving Template is suitable for a wide range of situations, such as:

1. Identifying and solving problems in manufacturing processes or supply chain operations.
2. Improving product quality or reliability.

3. Addressing issues with customer satisfaction or service levels.

4. Developing solutions to operational or administrative challenges.

In summary, the A3 Problem Solving Template is a powerful tool for structured problem-
solving, enabling teams and individuals to identify root causes, develop effective solutions, and
improve overall performance.

problem, problem, solving, quality, management, lean, manufacturing, supply, chain, operations,
process, improvement, operational, excellence, communication, collaboration, analytics, innovation,
improvement, tools, methodology, decision, making, problem, analysis, solution, development,
implementation, metrics, success, assessment, knowledge, sharing, teamwork, leadership,
organizational, change, management, change, management, strategic, planning, business, process,
optimization, productivity, efficiency, continuous, improvement, kaizen, quality, assurance, reliability,
customer, satisfaction, performance, improvement, performance, metrics, root, cause, analysis,
fishbone, diagram, swot, analysis, cause, effect, diagram, action, plan, implementation, plan,
communication, plan, training, plan, resources, allocation, project, management, project, plan,
project, timeline, project, scope, project, deliverables, project, goals, project, objectives, project,
stakeholders, project, sponsor, project, manager, project, team, project, leader

A3 Problem Solving Template

Title

Briefly describe the issue or project title

Background

Provide context or background information related to the problem.

Current Condition

Describe the current situation or problem. Use data if available. Include what is
known about the current state.
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Goal

Define the goals or desired outcomes. What do you want to achieve? Make it
specific and measurable.

Root Cause Analysis

Analyze the root causes of the problem. Use tools like the 5 Whys, Fishbone
Diagram, etc. to assist in identifying the causes.

Countermeasures

List potential countermeasures or solutions to address the root causes
identified. Describe how they will address the problem.

Implementation Plan

Outline an action plan to implement the countermeasures. Include who is
responsible, deadlines, and any resources needed.

Follow-Up
Describe how you will monitor the implementation and ensure the

countermeasures are effective. Include key performance indicators (KPIs) if
applicable.

Results

After implementation, summarize the results. Were the goals achieved? What
impact did the changes have on the problem?

Lessons Learned

Reflect on the process. What did you learn from solving this problem? What
could have been done better? How can these lessons be applied to future
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