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Disaster Recovery Architecture Template

What is Disaster Recovery Architecture Template?

A Disaster Recovery Architecture Template is a structured framework that outlines best
practices and methodologies for designing and implementing disaster recovery solutions within
an enterprise environment. It serves as a blueprint, guiding organizations in developing
resilient systems that ensure business continuity in the event of disruptions such as natural
disasters, cyberattacks, or system failures. These templates typically align with established
frameworks like TOGAF (The Open Group Architecture Framework), which emphasizes a holistic
approach to enterprise architecture, allowing architects to incorporate considerations for risk
management, data integrity, and compliance. By utilizing a Disaster Recovery Architecture
Template, organizations can effectively assess their recovery requirements, define response
strategies, and facilitate communication among stakeholders, ultimately leading to a robust
disaster recovery plan that minimizes downtime and protects critical business operations.
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Disaster Recovery Architecture
Template

1. Overview

Provide a brief overview of the disaster recovery (DR) architecture, its purpose, and the
critical components involved.

2. Objectives

e Ensure business continuity.
e Minimize downtime and data loss.
e Uphold compliance with regulations and standards.

3. Key Components

3.1. Business Impact Analysis (BIA)

e |dentify critical business functions.
* Determine acceptable downtime and data loss.
e Prioritize recovery efforts.
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3.2. Risk Assessment

e Assess potential threats (natural disasters, cyberattacks, etc.).
e Evaluate vulnerabilities in the system.
e Assign risk levels to various components.

3.3. Recovery Strategies

e Backup Solutions: On-site and off-site backups, cloud storage.
e Failover Systems: Hot, warm, and cold sites.
e Data Replication: Real-time data replication mechanisms.

3.4. Recovery Time Objective (RTO)
Define the maximum acceptable downtime for each critical system.
3.5. Recovery Point Objective (RPO)

Define the maximum acceptable data loss (time frame) for critical systems.

4. Architecture Diagram

Disaster Recovery Architecture Diagram

5. Roles and Responsibilities

* DR Manager: Oversee disaster recovery planning and execution.
e IT Support Team: Implement and maintain technical DR measures.
* Business Unit Leaders: Ensure critical business processes are prioritized.

6. Communication Plan

Outline the communication strategy in the event of a disaster, including:

e Alert systems.
e Stakeholder notification procedures.
e Regular communication updates during recovery.

7. Plan Testing and Maintenance

» Testing Frequency: Outline how often the DR plan will be tested (e.g., quarterly,
annually).

» Testing Types: Tabletop exercises, full-scale drills, etc.

e Plan Review: Schedule for annual reviews and updates based on changes in the
business environment or technology.

8. Documentation

e Ensure all DR processes, contacts, and tools are documented.
e Maintain a version-controlled repository of all DR-related documents.
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9. Review and Approval

Outline the review process for the DR plan, including:

» Stakeholder sign-off.
e Documentation of approval dates.

10. References

e Include links to industry standards (ISO, NIST, etc.) and organizational policies
relevant to disaster recovery.

+ Export as PDF

Related:

e Architecture
e Architecture Templates

External links:

* TBD
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