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Software Architecture Diagram Template

What is Software Architecture Diagram Template?
Software Architecture Diagram Template

A software architecture diagram template is a pre-designed visual representation of a software
system's architecture, used to document and communicate its design, structure, and
components. It provides a standardized way to illustrate the relationships between different
parts of the system, making it easier for stakeholders, developers, and architects to
understand the overall architecture.

Components of a Software Architecture Diagram Template:

1. System Boundaries: Define the scope of the system, including its interfaces with
external systems or users.

2. Components: Represent individual components or subsystems that make up the
system, such as databases, APIs, or user interfaces.

3. Relationships: Show interactions between components, including data flows, message
queues, and API calls.

4. Data Flows: lllustrate how data is exchanged between components, including formats,
protocols, and security considerations.

5. Subsystems: Identify smaller groups of related components that work together to
achieve a specific goal.

6. System Interfaces: Represent the points where the system interacts with external
systems or users.

Common Software Architecture Diagram Templates:

1. Class Diagram: A UML (Unified Modeling Language) diagram showing classes, objects,
and relationships between them.

2. Component Diagram: A UML diagram highlighting components, interfaces, and their
interactions.

3. Deployment Diagram: Shows the physical layout of a system's components on
different nodes or hosts.

4. Sequence Diagram: lllustrates the sequence of messages exchanged between objects
in a system.

5. State Machine Diagram: Represents the behavior of an object using states and
transitions.

Benefits of Using Software Architecture Diagram Templates:

1. Improved Communication: Standardized diagrams facilitate communication among
stakeholders, ensuring everyone understands the architecture.

2. Reduced Complexity: Visual representations help break down complex systems into
manageable components.

3. Easier Maintenance: Diagrams make it simpler to update and modify the system's
architecture as requirements change.
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4. Increased Understanding: Diagrams provide a clear understanding of the system's
structure, promoting better decision-making.

Tools for Creating Software Architecture Diagram Templates:

Microsoft Visio
Lucidchart
Draw.io
PlantUML
Graphviz

vk wNh e

In conclusion, software architecture diagram templates provide a structured way to document
and communicate the design of complex systems. By using standardized templates, architects,
developers, and stakeholders can easily understand the relationships between system
components, making it easier to maintain, update, and evolve the system over time.

Example Use Case:

Suppose we're building an e-commerce platform with multiple microservices. We use a
component diagram to illustrate the relationships between services, data flows, and interfaces.

B +
| Service A |
oo +
|
| Data Flow
v
R R +
| Database
e +
R +
| Service B |
oo +
|
| API Call
v
o e - +
| External API |
R +

This diagram shows the relationships between Service A, the database, and an external API. It
highlights the data flow from Service A to the database and the API call to the external API.

Code Example (PlantUML):

@startuml

participant "Service A" as sa
participant "Database" as db
participant "External API" as ext api
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sa->db: Data Flow
ext api->sa: API Call

@enduml

This code generates a simple sequence diagram illustrating the relationships between Service
A, the database, and the external API.

template

Software Architecture Diagram
Template

Overview

This document outlines the template for designing a software architecture diagram. The
diagram should represent the main components of the system, their interactions, and the
relationships between them.

Components

1. Client Layer

e Description: The layer where users interact with the software.
e Components:

o Web Application

o Mobile Application

o Desktop Application

2. Application Layer

e Description: The core functionality of the software.
e Components:
o APl Gateway
o Microservices
= Service A
= Service B
= Service C
o Background Jobs

3. Data Layer

e Description: Storage and retrieval of data.
e Components:
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o Database (SQL/NoSQL)
o Cache
o Data Warehouse

4. Infrastructure Layer

e Description: The underlying hardware and network infrastructure.
e Components:

o Cloud Provider (AWS, Azure, GCP)

o Virtual Machines / Containers

o Load Balancer

o Networking (VPC, Subnets, etc.)

Interactions

1. Client to APl Gateway

o Description: Client requests are routed through an API Gateway.
o Direction: Client -» API Gateway

2. APl Gateway to Microservices

o Description: APl Gateway forwards requests to appropriate microservices.
o Direction: APl Gateway — Microservices

3. Microservices to Database

o Description: Microservices perform CRUD operations on the Database.
o Direction: Microservices - Database

4. Microservices to Cache

o Description: Microservices store frequently accessed data in Cache.
o Direction: Microservices « Cache

5. Background Jobs to Data Warehouse

o Description: Background jobs aggregate and store data in a Data Warehouse.
o Direction: Background Jobs —» Data Warehouse

Diagram Elements
mermaid graph TD;

subgraph Client Layer
A[Web Application]
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B[Mobile Application]
C[Desktop Application]
end

subgraph Application Layer
D[API Gateway]
E[Service A]
F[Service B]
G[Service (]
H[Background Jobs]

end

subgraph Data Layer
I[SQL Database]
J[NoSQL Database]
K[Cache]
L[Data Warehouse]
end

subgraph Infrastructure Layer
M[Cloud Provider]
N[Load Balancer]

O[Containers]
P[Networking]

end

A -->D

B -->D

C -->D

D --> E

D -->F

D -->G

E -->1

F -->1]

G -->1

E <---> K

F <---> K

H-->1L

M -->|hosts]| O

0 --> N

0 -->P

Notes

e Ensure to update the components and interactions as the software evolves.

e Use clear labels and annotations in the diagram for better understanding.

» Consider including non-functional requirements like scalability, reliability, and
security aspects in the architecture.
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Related:

e Al (tools, trends and more)

e Software Architecture

e Solution Architecture Document (SAD)
e Software Design Patterns Overview

e Best Practices for System Architecture
¢ Creating Effective UML Diagrams

e Microservices Architecture Examples
e Cloud Architecture Diagram Template
e Layered Architecture Explained

¢ API Design and Architecture Guidelines
e Event-Driven Architecture Models

e Security Architecture Frameworks

e Integration Architecture Patterns

External links:

e Architecture Diagram | Creately — creately.com
o Copy of Architecture Diagram
e The Ultimate Guide to Software Architecture Diagramming — miro.com
o Learn what software architecture diagramming is, including why it matters,
different types, how to draw one, and why you should create one in Miro.
e System Architecture Diagram Template | Lark Templates — larksuite.com
o Free template for Product - System Architecture Diagram: Visualize your system
architecture with a comprehensive diagram
e Editable Architecture Diagram Templates — ibm.com
e Architectural diagram templates | Figma — figma.com
o We have articles that include an architectural diagram such as entity diagram or
flows. We think it would be good to have a standardized design for them that
community writers can use to create their diagrams.\n
e Microsoft 365 architecture diagram templates and icons | Microsoft Learn —
learn.microsoft.com
o Create Microsoft 365 architecture diagrams in Visio with these icons, stencils, and
templates.

Search this topic on ...
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